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�Spin-offs have exceptional expertise in their respective 
scienti�c �elds. However, to realize the full potential 
of their technologies, they also need know-how in the 
business area as well as end-to-end support. The
support chain provided by accent and tecnet is 
perfectly tailored to the needs of these spin-offs and
forms an excellent basis for their development into one 
of Lower Austria�s leading companies.�
Doris Agneter, Managing Director tecnet equity 
Michael Moll, Managing Director accent
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�New start-up dynamics generated in the 
academic environment 

One of the objectives of the Initiative is to 
kick-start the cycle of start-up dynamics and 
mobilize potential. Through a comprehensive 
package of measures, the goal of 85 spin-offs 
was exceeded and more than 100 spin-offs 
were supported in Lower Austria. This has 
created more than 500 highly quali�ed jobs. 

5.1 �Success Stories Spin-off Initiative  
2016-2021

The new start-up momentum was triggered in parti-
cular by the following measures: 

  ���Creative Pre-Incubatorfi�, the Accelerator Pro-
gram of accent, at the Lower Austrian universities 
of applied sciences.

  Innovation Awards that identify and support 
     spin-off ideas at an early stage.

  �Boot Camp for spin-offs from accent�s  
incubator program.

  �accent is the Austrian incubator of CERN.

  �tecnet Path Finder Workshops for scientists to 
identify pathways for commercial application. 

  �tecnet m-power net, networking and training 
for spin-off leaders at universities and research 
institutions.

  �Implementation of the Falling Walls Lab Austria 
2021 in cooperation with AIT.

  �tecnet �nancing of spin-offs with 
venture capital.

05
SUCCESS  
STORIES AND 
OUTLOOK  
2030
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Transfer of expert know-how through 
workshops and impulse sessions 

tecnet Technology Transfer has supported 
founders developing suitable patent strategies. 
This was done in cooperation with more than 20 
research institutions. In addition, access to 
quality knowledge was provided through close 
cooperation with European research instituti-
ons. Thus, companies could be accompanied 
and supported intensively from the business 
idea to the business concept.

Access to know-how was promoted in particular by 
the following measures:

  �tecnet Technology Transfer has supported 
founders developing suitable patent strategies.

  �Close cooperation with the two largest European 
research institutions, CERN and ESA, gave spin-
offs access to high-quality know-how.

  �Spin-offs were given the opportunity to attend 
the Berkeley Summer School in California or 
the annual Boot Camp in Lower Austria.

  �The international presence of tecnet Technlogy  
Transfer in scienti�c journals and at conferences 
generates knowledge which, in turn, �ows back 
to the Lower Austrian spin-offs.
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More than 100 new spin-off
foundations

Cooperations with over 20
universities and research
institutions

Creation of more than 500
highly quali�ed jobs

More than 250 spin-offs
by 2030

Creation of minimum
1,000 new, highly quali�ed jobs

Additional focus on the topics  
digitalization, sustainability  
and climate

Increased international
networking

Success Stories Spin-off
Initiative 2016-2021

Goals of the Spin-off  
Initiative SCIENCE TO BUSINESS
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To achieve this goal, the following measures in  
particular will be taken:

  �The expansion of the Accelerator Program 
�Creative Pre-Incubatorfi� to all Lower Austrian 
Universities of Applied Sciences.

  �Increased networking of the Lower Austrian 
R&D landscape to bundle expertise. accent and 
tecnet as a hub in the areas of technology transfer 
and Spin-offs.

  �Training of those responsible for spin-offs at 
universities and research organizations.

  �Specialist know-how through individual 
coaching and online master courses.

  �Technology transfer manuals as support for  
spin-off companies.

  First-hand �nancing, consulting and expertise 
     for spin-offs.

  ��Financing of the spin-offs with venture capital.

Digital access to know-how  
and �nancing

The new spin-off Initiative SCIENCE TO
BUSINESS aims to make access to know-how 
and �nancing even easier and more digital. The 
individual spin-off support provided by tecnet 
and accent is continuously supplemented and 
adapted to the needs of the founders.

Through these measures, 250 spin-offs should 
be founded in Lower Austria by 2030. This will 
create more than 1,000 new highly quali�ed 
jobs. 

5.2 �What We Want to Achieve with Our  
SCIENCE TO BUSINESS Initiative
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Speci�c offers for societal challenges 
such as digitalization, sustainability and 
climate change

In addition to the existing focus areas, the upco-
ming societal challenges such as digitalization, 
sustainability and climate change should be 
managed with separate initiatives.

To achieve this goal, the following measures in  
particular will be taken:

  �In pre-seed and spin-off support, ecological and 
social sustainability are integrated into business 
concepts at an early stage.

 Special coaching of spin-offs to exploit the 
    opportunities of digitalization for their own  
    business model.

  �High level expert workshops in which current 
topics concerning spin-offs and technology 
transfer are addressed.

Increased international
networking

Increased international networking gives foun-
ders access to international networks. This 
creates R&D and business partnerships as well 
as access to new markets.

To achieve this goal, the following measures in  
particular will be taken:

  �Through international networking and partici-
pation in topic-speci�c EU projects, the offer 
for founders becomes even broader and more 
professional.

  �The international cooperations create so-called 
�so� landing� platforms for founders. These are 
locations with European partners that facilitate 
international market entry.

  �Increased networking building on the coope-
ration with ESA and CERN as well as with other 
international R&D organizations.
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